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Autumn 2016 Newsletter 

The Annual General Meeting of the Association took place at 

 8pm, Thursday, 12th May 2016 at St Peter’s Hall, Malmains Way 

 The committee of 2015 were elected to serve through 2016 and it 

was agreed that the annual subscription to the Association would 

remain at £5 per household. The committee meets at 8pm on the 

last Thursday of each month and should any of our residents have 

issues they would like to discuss, then please feel free with prior 

notice to attend our meetings. Our Shortland’s Ward Councillors 

usually attend and will be able to answer the question directly or 

reply later after investigation. Our meetings are very informal and 

we welcome input from our residents. We also like to hear from our 

residents during the month. Only then will we know of concerns and 

try to put them right. 

 mail@plra.org.uk 



 PLRA COMMITTEE 2015/2016 

Officers 

Chair  Werner Schluep     8650 9905    84 Wickham Way 

Vice Chair   Roger Parry     8658 7233    27 Bushey way 

Treasurer  Alistair Milliken     8650 1627    34 Elwill Way 

Membership  Graham Harper 8650 2909    113 Wickham Way 

Members 

Elizabeth Barnes    102 Elwill Way    8658 7504    Litter/Graffiti 

Robert Clegg    39 Overhill Way     8402 4489  Traffic/Road Safety 

Roger Parry    27 Bushey Way       8658 7233    Planning 

Graham Pyefinch     19 Whitecroft Way     8658 1413   

Pam Shaw   Abbotscroft, Whitecroft Way  8650 1965 Roads/Pavements  

Jenny Whitehead  22 Wickham Way   8650 1618 Graffiti    

Fiona Cape  13, Brabourne Rise  8658 2425 

Monique Bello   22 Brabourne Rise 

Ex-Officio (non - voting) Members 

Councillor David Jefferys, 17 Scotts Avenue, Bromley, BR2 0LG 
(Tel 8460 6030)  (david.jefferys@bromley.gov.uk) 
Councillor Mary Cooke, 45, Tootswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PD 
(Tel 3665 0357)  (Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk) 
Councillor Tom Philpott c/o Members’ Room, Bromley Civic Centre 
(Tel  07812 655160) (trphilpott@hotmail.com) 
 
If you have any queries, the Committee can be contacted on 
mail@plra.org.uk 

The Committee normally meets on the last Thursday of each month. It 
is pleased to consider matters referred to it by residents. It is also 

pleased to receive personal representations provided arrangements 
have been made in advance. 

mailto:trphilpott@hotmail.com
mailto:plra@live.com


Chairman’s Report Autumn 2016 

The summer of 2016 has been quite memorable for some very hot 

summer days. I am sure we can all remember trying to sleep on the top 

of the covers while the temperature outside hovered around 25°C at 

midnight. We simply are not used to these temperatures and 

fortunately they have returned to what is expected in a normal autumn. 

The association remains in good form with all the committee members 

of 2015 agreeing to continue for another year. Our annual general 

meeting in May was unfortunately not very well attended. Comments 

we received were that it was not very well publicised although the date 

and time appeared in a box on the front page of our yellow spring 

newsletter. Also that there were no real big issues affecting our 

neighbourhood so interest was minimal. The AGMs might be boring but 

we try and keep the talking to a minimum so that we have time to have 

a glass of wine and talk to other residents of Park Langley. The date and 

time will appear in our next newsletter – please consider coming. 

An issue that has been discussed at length at our regular committee 

meetings has been the increase in untidy front gardens around Park 

Langley. Residents complain to us that their neighbours have allowed 

their frontage to go to rack and ruin. Some have building works done 

which go on endlessly with full skips and mobile toilets in the front 

garden. Some allow their gardens to become overgrown and untidy, 

others leave old sofas and fridges in view, others never bother wheeling 

their bins in from week to week. It is a difficult one. The Association 

does not want to be prescriptive telling residents what they should or 

should not do. However our mission statement is to promote and 

protect the interests of the residents of Park Langley so I believe we are 

justified in raising concerns. We all would like to see our environment 

maintained to make this a pleasant place to live. Of course residents 

grow old and infirm or become ill but pride in one’s frontage should be 



maintained. The committee have approached Bromley Council’s 

Planning Department to define an untidy site. If considered untidy then 

to ask the Council to send an officer to visit and enquire. Ultimately to 

issue an enforcement notice which we hope will never be necessary. 

There have been some substantial road works in Hayes Lane this 

summer. Hayes Lane is a main route and carries a heavy amount of 

traffic. Most of the traffic was diverted to Elwill and Wickham Way. 

Thames Water installed a pressure regulating valve at the top of 

Whitecroft Way. When the men working were asked about progress a 

few weeks into the job and replied that the plans were wrong and they 

dug a hole in the wrong place, it did not bode well for a speedy finish. 

However the work was completed in record time. The road works 

further down Hayes Lane which closed the road at Westmoreland Road 

progressed very slowly and caused disruption. Speeding down our roads 

was a problem then and continues now. Speeding is a police issue and it 

is very difficult to try and have the police allocate resources to try and 

remedy this. They probably think there are more serious matters to 

attend to and stopping motorists can be quite confrontational and best 

avoided. Many residents in Park Langley as well as Shortlands complain 

strongly that this is an issue and so we are requesting through our 

Councillors as well as the Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood Police Panel 

action be taken. 

We have tried to make this newsletter more interesting by including 

topics that are local or could be of interest. Having visited two Bromley 

restaurants and found later that their Score on the Door was a mere 

One – major improvement necessary, I have become interested in the 

Scores on the Doors programme and have included an article in this 

newsletter. All of us go out to eat – before leaving, check the restaurant 

on the SoD app. Only when customers start avoiding the Ones and 

move to the Fours will the Ones start improving. There is an article 

about the local invention of British Summer Time. How we all have to 



adjust our clocks (and the ones in the car) twice a year. Some 

information about the history of our Langley schools. Shortlands 

Railway station is 150 years old in 2018 and believe it or not was first 

called Bromley. Its history is very complicated with various rail 

companies trying to out compete each other to build track. It just shows 

the history of British rail is torturous right from Stephenson’s Rocket to 

the present day. 

Finally to thank all the residents of Park Langley who are members and 

pay their subscription. The committee works hard to maintain the local 

area to the best standard possible. Thank you to all the committee as 

well as those who deliver this newsletter. I hope you find it interesting. 

Werner Schluep 

Chair 

Be Strong – I whispered to my wifi signal 

We applaud our residents who have given time and effort to plant and 

maintain some of our tree pits. We wish more would follow suit – even 

to pull a few weeds and water in hot, dry weather. 

 

    

The Association paid a gardener to spend some time maintaining a few 

of the worst tree pits. It is a mammoth task as the earth is  brick hard 

and there are so many pits to do. 



        

PARK LANGLEY SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD 

You may not be aware that your PLRA Committee has a sub-committee 
to discuss local crime issues. 
Park Langley, of course, comes within the Shortlands Ward and as such 
is represented on the Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood Ward Panel of 
some twenty volunteer members, Local Councillors and Police.  
However, from a policing and crime prevention aspect it doesn’t stop at 
the local Ward Panel. Your Shortlands Ward Panel is represented on the 
Police Cluster Panel for North West Bromley comprising of the NW 
Cluster six Wards.  
The NW Cluster Panel itself is represented (with the other three 
Bromley Cluster Panels) on the Bromley Safer Neighbourhood Board. 
This Board includes representation from the Bromley Council, Met 
Police, Fire service, Health, Probation and Housing Associations, 
Bromley Youth, Trading Standards, Neighbourhood Watch, and Victim 
Support and other Agencies; the Board is a focal point for keeping 
Bromley safe and for project funding from the London Mayor.  
As promised recently by the new London Mayor, our Dedicated Ward 
Officers (DWOs) PC Russell Edwards and PCSO Adam Charles, whose 
community spirited hard work help to keep us all safe and give good 
advice on crime prevention, are set to be joined by an additional DWO 
in the near future. Residents have always been concerned about what is 
seen to be a diminishing Police presence on our streets. Hopefully, we 
will begin to see more Police which may in itself have a deterrent effect 
on criminality and increase public confidence. However, let’s not forget 
how the Police have made great strides in working smarter and how 
residents can help the Police with local intelligence by reporting 
suspicious behaviour on 101/999. 



Perhaps I may stress the importance of local support. Over the last year 
particularly, we have seen many new families move into the area. I’m 
sure you will agree that helping each other and the Police as a 
community, is a vital element in maintaining the low crime rate we all 
enjoy. Let us keep up our neighbourly good work in taking all the 
precautions we can to protect our property so that criminals don’t see 
us as “easy pickings”.  
With thanks to the volunteers in Park Langley who already help, if 
anyone else would like to help more directly, even in confidence, or 
would like to join our e-mail listing for regular Police updates, then 
please contact either myself or any other member of your PLRA 
Committee. 
Graham Pyefinch 
Chairman, Shortlands Ward SN Panel. 
Email : graham658@hotmail.com                  

 

British Summer Time - A Local Invention 

 
Every year we put our clocks backwards in the autumn  and forward in 
the spring for one hour, causing temporary confusion  on a Sunday and 
occasionally domestic turmoil.  This action has been with us since World 
War I and is the result of the ideas of a local man - Mr. William Willett.  
 
Mr. Willett was a builder, born in 1857 in Chislehurst, where he lived 
most of his life. He was a keen horse-rider who took pre-breakfast rides 
across Chislehurst Commons.  In the spring and summer he noted that 
house shutters and blinds were closed well after the sun had risen and 
that few people were enjoying “the best part of a summer day,” and 
that as the evenings were dark relatively early they were being wasted 
for work or pleasure. In 1905 he had the astounding idea of putting the 
clocks forward in summer to save daylight. He wrote a pamphlet called 
“The Waste of Daylight” in which he outlined his idea. 
 
The idea attracted vocal support from some notable people at the time: 
Winston Churchill expressed his full backing in a speech at The 
Guildhall, and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle realised the logic of the proposal. 



Mr Willett’s was elected as a local MP and  proposed his idea in 
Parliament in 1908 as The Daylight Saving Bill  Despite strong support 
from a few influential people it was defeated by strong opposition from 
farmers and many scientists. From 1908 until WW1, other attempts to 
pass the bill were all defeated.  
 
With the onset of WW1 Kaiser Wilhelm imposed Daylight Saving in 
Germany and Britain followed almost immediately in 1916 with the 
Daylight Saving Act which was intended to reduce energy consumption 
and increase war production without the use of artificial light, thus 
saving fuel. Many other countries (including the USA) during the war 
adopted the idea   for the same reasons.  Daylight saving became 
permanent in Britain in 1925 with the passing of the Summer Time Act. 
 
With the onset of  WW2 Britain extended summer for the whole year 
and added double summer time during the summer. After 1945, Britain 
returned to the one hour policy, but had a brief experiment with year 
round summer time from 1968 to 1970. This was abandoned due to 
opposition from farmers and people in the north of the UK. 
 
Most European countries adopted a version of daylight saving. In 1996 
the EU (including Britain) adopted a summer time period from the last 
Sunday in March until the last Sunday in October. 
 
Unfortunately, William Willett never saw his idea become law: he died 
of influenza in 1915 aged 58. However, he is remembered by a blue 
plaque on the wall of his house , “The Cedars” in Camden Park Road; he 
has a road named after him in Petts Wood - Willett Way; his idea is 
remembered by the name of The Daylight Inn in Station Square in Petts 
Wood; and there is a substantial sundial memorial in Willett  Wood. 
 
Roger Parry 
 



DrivingSchools 
We all love the Driving Schools that spend their working days endlessly 
driving up and down Park Langley as if there is nowhere else in London 
to go. Here is a short history. The first driving lesson was given in 1910 
near Peckham in south London by doctor’s son Stanley Roberts. He 
realised that motoring was going to be big business and set up his own 
driving school before naming it - rather grandly - the British School of 
Motoring. Now known simply as BSM, it’s the biggest driving school in 
Britain. Previously an engineer’s apprentice with Thomas Sopwith (the 
man who created the Sopwith Camel biplane and the Hawker 
Hurricane, which helped win the Battle of Britain), Roberts was a 
motoring fanatic and persuaded his parents to rent out their garage at 
65 Peckham Rye to his fledgling business and to house his prized 
possession, a Dutch-built Spyker. Offering a “Popular Course of 
Mechanism and Driving”, Roberts’s first pupil was, tellingly, a former 
coachman, whom he trained to become a chauffeur.  
Unlike today, when the Driving Standards Agency (DSA) says the 
average learner needs 52 hours of tuition before they’re ready to take 
what has become a demanding driving test, Roberts’s early driving 
courses lasted just four days, placing special emphasis on “correct 
procedure, discretion and behaviour”. The cost of a lesson then? About 
10 shillings (50p) for an hour, compared to about £20-£30 an hour 
today.  
Learning to drive in 1910, when cars often resembled horseless 
carriages, was far harder work physically than today. There was no 
power steering, making it essential that learners turned the wheel using 
the laborious “push-pull” method still advocated in some circles. 
Starting the engine required a deft combination of mechanical 
understanding and brute force (starting handles were the order of the 
day) and brakes were rod-operated, heavy and ineffective compared to 
the servo-assisted systems we take for granted. But what sorted the 
men from the boys was changing gear. Today’s synchromesh is so good 
it’s hard to fumble a change but then it required skill, timing and the 
ability to master double-declutching. For those who couldn’t, the best 
option was to come to a complete halt before first gear could be re-
engaged.  



Reassuringly, at least for those with little aptitude, there was no such 
thing as a government-administered driving test; that didn’t come for 
another quarter of a century. The 25-minute L-test was introduced in 
1935. It included an eye test, Highway Code questions, an emergency 
stop, arm signals, reversing, turning in the road and “general driving”.  
The first person to pass the test in 1935 was a Mr Beene, of Kensington, 
London, earning Pass Certificate 000001 following a course of BSM 
lessons. Those who followed in his footsteps with BSM in years to come 
included the Queen, Twiggy and Mary Quant. Today, the test has 
changed beyond recognition and learners need to master a vast 
repertoire of skills. They must be able to turn in the road, reverse left, 
reverse park, perform a “controlled stop”, demonstrate “general 
driving”, move off from a parked position without stalling, change 
gears, steer without crossing hands on the wheel, interact with other 
drivers (for instance signalling left or right) and make effective 
observations (otherwise known as checking your mirrors regularly). 

Stanley Roberts - who died in 1957 - would be astonished at how his 
concept has grown; there are now about 46,600 approved driving 
instructors in Britain. (How many in Park Langley?)   © David Williams 

Shortlands Station 
 

 
©David Glasspool 

Shortlands began in July 1858 called Bromley as Bromley was an 
insignificant market village. Bromley grew and took the name although 
it is not quite clear from the record when this happened. 
 

The picture shows Shortlands 

Station in 1958 with the night 

sleeper from Dover on its final 

journey to Victoria. The 

station looks nothing like this 

today. The signal boxes have 

all been replaced 



Shortlands became a junction joining the Catford Loop with the Victoria 
line and saw busy traffic from Kent and the coast. It even hosted the 
Eurostar from Waterloo for a few years. It seems £15 million of line 
upgrade in 2003 should never have happened as Eurostar moved away 
a few years later. 
 

Scores on the Doors 

 

© FSA 

On a visit to a Bromley restaurant, pub or any establishment that serves 

food in the Borough you might have seen and wondered what the 

above sign means. Of course it might not be displayed at all as the law 

does not require it to be shown. If you have the best rating – a 5- then 

you will be sure to put it on display. Maybe even a 4 as that rates as 

Good but below that, these signs rarely make it to the restaurant front 

door. A pity as Bromley Council work with the Food Standards Agency 

to monitor and rate every premises that serves food. A great deal of 

effort goes into rigorously check various benchmarks which finally leads 

to the Score on the Door. With this information readily available, it is up 

to us the consumer to check and be discerning where we go to eat. 

A month ago I visited an Indian Restaurant in Orpington. The décor was 

pleasing, the tablecloths and serviettes crispy white, the staff very 

accommodating and most importantly - the curry and Cobra was very 



good. Out of curiosity at home I checked the Indian Restaurant’s Score 

on the Door (as it was not displayed). It scored a One – Major 

Improvement Required. Food hygiene and safety was rated as Poor. 

Structure rated as Poor and Confidence in Management also rated as 

Poor. More recently I visited another Indian Restaurant in Bromley with 

the same pleasing surroundings and good curry. Another establishment 

rated as a One. 

Bromley Council checks 1738 premises that serve food in the Borough.  

There are 429 restaurants, cafes or canteens, 190 pubs, bars and 

nightclubs, 173 hospitals, nurseries and caring facilities, the balance 

made up of other places serving food. The rating is determined by using 

three criteria. 

1. Food hygiene practices e.g. your food safety procedures and 

whether you follow them. 

2. Structural standards e.g. cleanliness, repair and facilities 

provided. 

3. Confidence in management/control procedures e.g. track 

record, food hygiene training, monitoring forms. 

From this points are awarded for each failure resulting in 1- 15 scoring 

Very Good and a 5 Score on the Door. 20 gives a Good and 4. A score of 

3 is Generally Satisfactory, 2 Improvement Necessary, 1 Major 

Improvement Necessary and 0 Urgent Improvement Necessary. 

So before you go out to enjoy eating at your restaurant, why don’t you 

spend a few moments checking the Score? This is available on Google 

Score on the Door and a mobile app is available. Only when clients 

become savvy (and they ask when the bill comes Where is your Score 

on the Door?) will hygiene and quality standards improve. 



Our local senior schools 

Two senior schools are on our doorstep and it might be worth it to 

know more about their history. 

Langley School for Boys 

The school was originally the Beckenham Technical Institute, opening in 
1901 and situated in what is now the Studio, Beckenham (by the 
library). The school went through a variety of name changes in its early 
days: the Technical Day School, Beckenham; Beckenham Secondary 
School; Beckenham County School for Boys; Beckenham and Penge 
County School for Boys; in 1944 it was the Beckenham and Penge 
County Grammar School. By 1954 it was called Beckenham and Penge 
Grammar School for Boys. 

It moved from Penge to its present location in Eden Park, Beckenham, 
in January 1969, at which point it adopted its current name. The school 
outgrew its present accommodation and a completely new building was 
constructed adjacent to the location of the former school, which was 
occupied from January 2012. 

The school motto, Mores et Studia, means "good character and 
learning". 
Notable former pupils 

Rory Allen, former Tottenham Hotspur and 
Portsmouth F.C. footballer 

Harold Sydney Bride, wireless operator on 

the RMS Titanic 

Norman Hunter, writer, creator of Professor 

Branestawm 

 



Robert Key, former England cricketer and Kent captain 
Henry Mee, artist 

David Case, air commodore, highest ranking black officer in the British 

Forces 

Jack McManus, singer/songwriter 

Tom Misch, music producer 

Beckenham and Penge County Grammar School 

John Miles, typographer, who designed all the covers of Which? 1968–

88 (with Colin Banks), the logos for the Royal Mail and the former 

British Telecom, and all the current lettering of London Underground 

John Strong CBE, Governor of the Turks and Caicos Islands 1978–82 

Derek Underwood, Kent and England bowler (known as "Deadly" by the 

Australians) 

Bill Wyman, musician, ex-member of the Rolling Stones 

 

Langley School for Girls.  

Ad Rem Mox Nox  Time is Short. Get to Work 

The building at the school's first location (on Lennard Road, Beckenham) 

was completed in 1914. It was however used as a military hospital 

during World War I. 

The school itself opened on September 28, 1919, as Beckenham County 
School for Girls, with 153 pupils aged from 8 years, and 10 teachers. 
The first headmistress was Miss E.M. Fox. A few years later, an 
association for ex-pupils was formed, called the Adremian Association. 

In 1945, the name of the school was changed to The County Grammar 
School for Girls, and in 1955 to Beckenham Grammar School for Girls. 
In 1959, the school moved to new buildings in a parkland setting, in 
Langley Park. The current name "Langley Park School for Girls" was 
adopted in 1968. 



In 1976 the school went comprehensive. In 1996 it became a 
technology college, and in 2000 it became part of the South East 
England Virtual Education Action Zone. 

In July 2009, the school celebrated its 50th anniversary during the last 
week of school in the summer. This included music, dancing and a 
commemorative event - bringing the Olympic torch into the school. 

On 1 August 2011, the school officially gained academy status. 

 

 Garden Bonfires  
Many people are much more environmentally friendly than several 

years ago.  Autumn has arrived and the season for garden bonfires is 

upon us. 

 

Some years ago the Association adopted the following Code, designed 

to serve both residents’ and their neighbours’ best interests:- 

 

 Restrict bonfires to the evening from one hour before sunset. 

 Burn only dry garden rubbish 

 Do not allow the bonfire to smoulder overnight 

 Take into account the direction and strength of the wind, so 

that smoke is kept well clear of houses 

 

Consider is it necessary to burn rubbish when the Local Authority have 

garden waste collections or it can be taken to garden waste collection 

areas on Saturdays and Sundays.  

Any rubbish unsuitable for a bonfire can be taken to the Local Authority 

depots in Homesdale Road Bromley or Churchfields Road, Beckenham. 



PARK  LANGLEY GRAPEVINE 

The Association cannot itself recommend a particular tradesman.   However, 
we are grateful to residents who have volunteered to share their 
recommendations with others. (correct as per last newsletter) 
The list is as follows: 
Types of Service ......  Resident to Consult Phone Number 
Brickworking/Paving    Mr. Borgese  86509690 
Builder/Bathroom/Kitchen    Lorraine Carroll                8402 3493 
                                                   Liana Levoir                        8663 1359 
Builder/Carpenter                  Craig Wibberley                 07803 237539 
Bespoke Carpentry                 Bob Clegg                           840204459 
Computer Repair/Support     Laura Knight                      8650 0656 
Decorator                                  Mrs.Webb                         8650 0502 
Electrical Work                          Mrs. Webb                       8650 0502 
Fencing                                      Craig Wibberley                07803 237539 
Gas Safe Registered Plumber Miss Nishikawa                07717 222517 
Osteopathy                                 Bob Clegg                         84024489 
Oven Cleaning                           Jan Hill                               8650 0336 
Painting/Decorating                 Monique Bello                 07920 586996 
Pests & Vermin Control           Alison Van’t Hoff             8650 0698 
Plasterer                                     Pat Cliff                             8650 2843 
                                                     Lorraine Carroll               8402 3493 
Plasterer/Renderer                  Monique Bello                 07920 586996 
Plumber                                     Pat Cliff                              8650 2843 
Roofing (all work)                     Alison Van’t Hoff              8650 0698 
Roofing Epoxy                           Werner Schluep                8650 9905 
Tiler (Kitchen/Bathroom)        Mike Mann                       8650 5613 
(Wall/Floor)                               David Whalley                  8402 0226 
                                                     Michael Mead                  8650 3888 
Tree Surgeon                             Peter Sheldon                   8650 2668 
Window Cleaner                       Alison Van’t Hoff              8650 0698 
                                                     Fiona Cape                        8658 2425 

Unwanted men’s clothes can be donated to a charity – contact Peter Myers on 

8658 3250. Members making recommendations in the Grapevine are 
asked to ensure the tradesman understands that it is a personal 
recommendation and should not be attributed to the Association in any 
advertisements.  
Please advise any changes to mail@plra.org.uk. 
 

* * * * * * 


